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Highlights

e In 2016, among census subdivisions (CSDs) within non-metro census divisions (CDs), the
number of children under 15 years of age, as a percent of the total population, ranged from
2.9% to 42.1%.

e Compared to the distribution of CSDs in partially-non-metro or metro CDs, there is a wider
distribution of CSDs in non-metro CDs in terms of the percent of the population that are
children (i.e., relatively more CSDs have a high share of children and relatively more CSDs

have a low share of children).

Why look at children under 15 years?
Demographic structure drives the demand for both
physical and social infrastructure. The number of
children implies the need for specific infrastructure
(such as schools and sports facilities) and social
programming and services (such as those provided
by teachers, pediatricians and sports coaches).

Findings

Table 1 displays the top 5 and bottom 5 census
subdivisions* (CSDs) in the metro and partially-non-
metro geography categories as sorted by percent of
population that is children. It also shows the top 10
and bottom 10 CSDs within hon-metro Ontario. The
ranking is in the first column and the percent is in the
last column.

There is a wide range in the share of the population
under 15 years of age across CSDs in Ontario (Table
1 and the Map).

In 2016, among the CSDs within non-metro census
divisions (CDs), 10 of 324 CSDs had more than 36%
of their population being under 15 years of age. Note
that 9 of these 10 CSDs were located in the Kenora
CD (Table 1).

Note also there are 10 CSDs in non-metro CDs with
7.1% or less of their population under 15 years of
age.

Compared to CSDs in metro and partially-non-metro

! A census subdivision is an incorporated town or municipality (or similar
jurisdiction, such as an Indian Reserve). For details, see Statistics
Canada. (2017) 2016 Census Dictionary (Ottawa: Statistics Canada,
Catalogue no. 98-301) (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-
recensement/2016/ref/dict/index-eng.cfm).

CDs, there are more CSDs within non-metro CDs
with a few children and more CSDs with many
children (Table 2). In 2016, 17% of the CSDs had a
population with fewer than 12% being children (under
15 years) and 31% of the CSDs had over 20% of
their population being children.

Discussion

A wide range in the share of children in the
population of a community means there is a wide
range in the demand for infrastructure and social
programming needed for children.

Notably, some of the communities with an extreme
(large or small) percent of children are, in fact, small
in absolute population. Most are northern
communities. This helps in understanding how the
planning for services in such relatively isolated
places poses some challenges, such as teacher
recruitment for Indigenous communities.
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Table 1. Ranking of census subdivisions® by percent of population that is under 15 years
of age, Ontario, 2016

Rank of D Name of Population| Percent
Wm(]:i:zsach D census CSDID| Name of census subdivision® (CSD) Population under 15 Junder 15
type of CD division (CD) years years
Census subdivisions within metro census divisions (showing? the 5 highest and the 5 lowest ranking CSDs)

________ 1_....3%24 Halton  ss24009 Milton o ..........110128 28405 258
........ 2 .....3553 Creater Sudbury sssso40 Wahnapiteilt 116 .25 ....2L7]
________ 3 _.....3819 York ... 3519044 Whitchurch-Stouffville 45837 9315 203
________ 4% Peel ...3s2010 Brampton o .........593638 120240 203
________ 5.....%%24 Halton 3524001 Oakwville . ..........193832 36710 189
_______ 20 ...3506 Ottawa _  _ssoe008 Ottawa . .......934243 155680 167
L T— 3519 York . .......351%070 Georgina o ........A5418 7500 165
_______ 22 ..%25 Hamilton _ __ ssescos Hamilton ... 536917 87115 162
....... 23 _..3553 Creater Sudbury sss3oos Greater Sudbury 161531 25070 155

24 3520 Toronto 3520005 Toronto 2,731,571 398,135 14.6
Census subdivisions within partially-non-metro census divisions (showing? the 5 highest and the 5 lowest ranking CSDs)
________ 1......%5%8 ThunderBay  ssssoss Osnaburgh63A ....232 .9 .43
weeu 23558 ThunderBay 3558080 Ojibway Nation of Saugeen (SavantLake) 90 35 38.9
.......3.......3%%8 ThunderBay  ssssore Aroland83 . ........866 . ..125 34.2
_______ 4_.......%%8 ThunderBay  ssssoso Pic MobertNorth 197 .65 ....325
v?..... 3558 ThunderBay  ssssoss LonglakeS8 .88 . ..125 32.5
L 3515 Peterborough  _ssisos Trentlakes . 9397 ......510 95
. 3512 Hastings . 3512048 Tudorand Cashel . . ..58 . 55 9:3
....w.7 3892 Sudbury 3ss2036 Killarney o ...386 35 9.0
.....w.8 3852 Sudbury 3552093 Sudbury, Unorganized, North Part 2,755 .....245 . 8.9

189 3537 Essex 3537001 Pelee 235 20 8.5
Census subdivisions within non-metro census divisions (showing? the 10 highest and the 10 lowest ranking CSDs)

1 3560 Kenora 3560067 Poplar Hill 473 200 42.1

324 3551 Manitoulin 3551094 Manitoulin, Unorganized, West Part 169 5 2.9
1. A census subdivision (CSD) is an incorporated tow n or municipality or a similar jurisdiction, such as an Indian Reserve (using the CSD

names in the Statistics Canada dataset).
2. For the ranking of all CSDs, see the "Expanded Table 1" at http://w w w .ruralontarioinstitute.ca/rural-reports/focus-on-rural-ontario.

Source: Statistics Canada. Census of Population, 2016, Table 98-400-X2016004
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Table 2. Percent distribution of census subdivisions®
by percent of total population that is less than 15
years of age, Ontario, 2016

Type of census division (CD)

Population
under 15 years | Metro |Partially-non-| Non-metro All CDs
as apercentof [ CDs metro CDs CDs

total population . .
pop Percent distribution of census subdivisions®

12% to 16.3% 13 49 35 39
16.4% to 19.9% 71 29 16 23
All cSDs? 100 100 100 100

1. Census subdivisions (CSDs) are incorporated tow ns, municipalities or

similar jurisdictions, such as Indian Reserves.
Source: Statistics Canada. Census of Population, 2016, Table 98-400-
X2016004.

Percent of population under 15 years of age, 2016
for census subdivisions
[Ontario average is 16.4%]

I Less than 12%
[ 112% to 16.3%
[ 16.4% to 19.9%
I 20% and over

I No Data

Source: Statistics Canada. Census of Population, 2016, Table
98-400-X2016004. A modified version of Statistics Canada
2016 population ecumene is utilized for this map. The map
o | leaves areas blank or white where there is only very sparse

- population, most notably in the north. Map produced
December, 2017.

Rural Ontario Institute gratefully acknowledges the work of Ray Bollman in preparing this edition of Focus on Rural Ontario. Questions on data sources can
be directed to RayD.Bollman@sasktel.net. Any comments or discussions can be directed to NRagetlie@RuralOntariolnstitute.ca.

'This is a companion to the Focus on Rural Ontario Fact Sheet entitled “Children under 15 years by census division.”
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